MARIA THERESA OF AUSTRIA

In return for this alliance, Charles Emanuel asked a very
large price of Maria Theresa: he demanded a part of
Pavia, the Milanese district, and the Marquisate of
Finale.

The surrender of these Italian territories made Maria
Theresa feel that she was betraying the sacred trust of
her ancestors. She signed the treaty with Sardinia
with extreme bitterness, and she blamed England for
this humiliation, because England in protracted negotia-
tions had virtually forced her to accept Charles EmanueFs
proposals.

Marshal Traun, her general in Italy, occupied Modena
and drove back the Spaniards with the help of the
Sardinian forces, but even this success did not lessen
her growing resentment towards England, this ally
without whom she could not continue the struggle for
her succession.

Despite the sacrifices she had made in Italy, Maria
Theresa's position was incomparably better than it had
been since her ascent to the throne. An Austrian army
tinder Charles of Lorraine had crossed the Rhine in an
attempt to carry out her somewhat fantastic idea of
reconquering Lorraine for her husband. This idea was
never realised, but her strategy proved successful, for
the French army in the Austrian Netherlands was
forced to move south to meet the invader's attack.

France did not officially declare war on England
and Austria until February 1744. Despite the fact that
the question of the Austrian succession had now de-
veloped into a .European crisis of the first magnitude,
the various rulers involved obviously had plenty of
leisure to blame each other for this war. George IL,
for instance, wrote to Lord Hyndford " that the French
King ought to be considered as the sole aggressor. . . .